INSTRUCTION* FOR ARCHIVES RESEARCH PROJECT 



1) Visit or call the National Archives (8th & Pennsylvania Avenue) and explain 

that you want to work with the Warren Commission files. You will have to get a 
researcher's card and have a brief chat with an Archives official. Explain to 
them, if they ask, that you are doing some work for me. 

2) Ask You will be introduced to someone who will bring material up khs to the 

Central Research Room for you to look at. (This will probably by Marion Johnson 
or Mike Simmons.) Ask for the following files: 

(A) From Entry 9 ("Key Persons"), the "Oswald - Post-Russian Period - 3-1" file, 

which relates to the Mexico trip. 

(B) Also from Entry 9, the name files for Jesse Curry, Sylvia Odio, and Henry Wade. 

(C) From Entry 44, the office files for Burt W. Griffin. 

3) Since all of this material has already been screened for me or other researchers, 

you should be able to get it promptly. Be prepared to wait for half an hour or so; 

take something to read. 

4) With regard to (A), the Mexico trip file, I would like first of all a general 
description of the file: the number of folders and their titles, the thickness of 
sank each, and the nature of the material: is it mostly internal memoranda of the 
Commission, correspondence with other agencies, or FBI xxjai reports? (I.e., how 
much ax of each?) Are there many routing slips, pages with handwritten comments, 
and handwritten notes - i.e., the kind of material which is probably not duplicated 
in other files? Since I have not seen this file, any descriptive comments will 

be useful. 

50 It would pxBxsk probably be most convenient for you to make notes on a cassette 
tape recorder, if you have access to one. The Archives will let you use their 
electricity. 

6) For the three name files in (2)(B), I would like a detailed list of the contents. 
For FBI reports, record the page number and the "CD" (Commission Document, sometimes 
"CR") number, which will usually be at the top or bottom right. For other material 
(memos and letters), record the date, number of pages, author(s), recipient's), and 
(if specified or obvious), the subject. 

t 

7) From (C), the Griffin office files, I would like copies of any items which 
relate to Oswald's gnahxs&Hfeaxi Cuban connections or his trip to Mexico. (Since 
Griffin was working in the Ruby area, there will only be a few such items, so you 
may as well have them copied while you wait.) 

8) To have copies of a small number of pages made for you, take the pages to the 
main desk, where they have a copying szaEtebig machine. (The cost is, or at least used 
to be, 10b per page.) They will make the copies, stamp them, and return them and 
the originals to you. Be careful not £x±e to file the originals in the wrong place 
when you put them back. Don’t ask the gag® people at the desk to copy more than 

a few pages - I think their official limit is 10 pages per sdjcx day. 

9) If time permits, go back to the Mexico trip file (A) and dictate a detailed 
listing. 

10) This whole project should take from a couple of hours to a day, depending on 
how big the Mexico trip file is and how much you do on it, 

11) If you dictate- notes, it might be worthwhile to make a dxgiiEi duplicate copy of 
the cassette k before kh sending it to me. 

12) Thanks l Paul L> Hoch 

1735 Highland Place, #25 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
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Do not take this page with you to the Archives. The other page of instructions 
should be taken with you, and may be shown to Archives personnel if necessary. 

(But x&kl don't volunteer it.) 

The objective of this project is tana to obtain copies of two specific documents 
which are supposed to be withheld. They slipped through*: the screening process 
when these files were made available to me. I noted their existence, but did not 
know that xfeKra they were supppesedly unavailable or that they were worth getting - 
that is why I did not make copies last summer. 

The first target dpsss document is a 3-pa.ge memo, a dated April 16, 1964, from 
Burt W. Griffin to W. David Slawson, concerning an interview with Mrs. C.L. Connell. 

When I saw the Odio file from Entry 9, there were 2 copies of this memo in it. 

The first copy was very faint; the second was better in quality. 

The second target document is a letter from J. Lee Rankin (probably drafted by 
Griffin or Hubert) to J. ShagExH Edgar Hoover, dated March 26, 1964, and relating 
to information in the FBI's possession concerning various Snah Cuban-related 
groups, including the Pair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC). I saw a copy in the 
Griffin office file in Entry 44, in the folder labeled "Interoffice Memoranda." I 
think this file is arranged by date. 

By the way, with xszcgrdxX regard to (15), there are two other memos with the 
same date, author, and recipient, which I already have. Be sure you get the one 
concerning Mrs. Connell. 

The primary objective is to get legible copies of these documents. If that is not 
possible, a handwritten copy or a taped transcript will do. In any case, a 
secondary objective is to avoid calling the attention of Archives personnel to 
these as documents. 

If you find the target documents, try to get copies made at the desk. Familiarize 
yourself with the procedure first by getting a copy xkbh of some other page. 

The desk personnel do not read what they are copying. However, if Marion Johnson 
or Mike Simmons saw you getting excited about these documents, they might notice 
that they should not be available and keep you from making copies. So, do not have 
them Esspias copied when they are around and looking over their shoulder. Since * you 
are not known to them, they may be curious about what you are up to. 

The absolutely safest procedure would be to arrive at the Archives in the afternoon 
and have your copies made after 5 p.m. - the main desk stays open late. At least, 
this used to be the proceduse; it might have changed. 

Paragrpphs (6) and (7) should not be done; they are pretexts. However, paragraphs 
(4) and (9) would be useful to me, so you should start on them *h while you are 
waiting for a. chance to make the desired copies. If you feel like spending a bit of 
time on them, fine. 

If you can get the des^ired copies, do not leave right away; be discreet. The guard 
will check your possessions as you leave to make sure you are taking only copies, not 
originals. Find a copying machine sns and make 2 copies to send to Harold Weisberg (one 
is for Lesar), and one for yourself; send the "original" copies from the Archives to 
me. 

If you can't find the target documents after having rechecked the relevant files, don't 
say anything to the Archives people about it. Do not leave the pages for overnight 
copying; (e.g. if they copies is not working snt and they offer to mail copies to you 
later.) They read such documents! If the copies is not working, get a handwritten or 
dictated copy. 

It would be best if you did not tell them what files w you want to see until you are 
there and ready to start work. Otherwise they might be tempted to rescreen the files. 

To protect your cover, it is probably best that you not be told about the significance of 
these documents in advance. I will explain Lex later. Again, thanks. 




Odio file: Griffin to Slawson, April 16, 1964, 3 pp, re ’Mrs. 
Griffin file (Entry 44): letter, Rankin to Hoover, March 26, 



Connell 

1964; Cuban groups. 



Detach the above 2 lines and take it discreetly*with you 



to the Arhhives. 
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